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D OMESTIC R ELATIONS
The Family Court handles all domestic
relations matters filed in St. Louis County.
These include dissolutions of marriage,
annulments, legal separations, petitions to
establish paternity and orders of protection.

responsibilities to the child in terms of
custody and support. The Family Court hears
all paternity cases filed in St. Louis County.
Paternity can be established either voluntarily
or involuntarily. If necessary, the Court may
order a blood test or DNA analysis to
determine paternity. Paternity may also be
established by confirming that the father’s
name is on the child’s birth certificate. Once
paternity has been established, an order for
child support, custody, visitation privileges or
any other matter in the best interests of the
child may be issued by the Court.

In a dissolution of marriage (divorce)
proceeding, the Judge has jurisdiction to
divide all property owned by the parties,
order spousal support where appropriate and,
if minor children are involved, determine
each parent’s rights, duties and financial
obligation with respect to the children. An
annulment voids a marriage as if it never
existed. In a legal separation, the Court may
enter all orders that it would in a divorce,
expect that the marriage is not ended. The
Court also handles Motions to Modify which
are requests filed by a party to alter some part
of a Court Order usually involving child
support, child custody or child visitation. The
requesting party must demonstrate a
substantial change in circumstances since the
date of the original court order. Parties may
also file a family access motion to enforce the
terms of an existing order of visitation or
custody.

Domestic Relations Services
The Domestic Relations Services (DRS) Unit
of the Family Court provides help for those
families involved in domestic litigation who
have been unable to make satisfactory
custody arrangements for their children.
Family Court Judges and Commissioners
refer parents to this unit by court order to
assist them in developing or implementing
appropriate parenting plans. Unit staff are
located on the 2nd floor in the Courts
Building.
Social workers in this unit often work actively
with parents to devise a mutually acceptable
parenting plan. When parents are unable to

A paternity suit seeks to confirm or refute the
identity of a biological father of a child, and
to establish each parent’s rights and
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reach complete agreement on their plan, staff
will participate in court settlement
conferences, often working hand in hand with
the parents and their attorneys to help them
reach agreement.

paternity for fathers whose children receive
state benefits, DRS staff are available at each
weekly docket to work with parents who
request a parenting plan. This service often
results in a more effective relationship
between parents and more involvement by
fathers in their children’s lives.

DRS Staff also provide supervised visitation
services when ordered by the court in cases
where parents needs to become reacquainted
with their children due to absence or if
parents need to resolve various issues before
the court will award them unsupervised time
with their children.

The Exchange Center
The Exchange Center Program located at the
Family Court Center provides a safe and
nurturing environment of parents to exchange
their children for visitation arrangements that
are ordered in our Family Court. Trained staff
monitor the transfer of children from one
parent to the other, thus protecting them from
potential conflict between parents. The
Exchange Center also provides supervised
visitation services for cases that are referred
by DRS staff when visits can better be
handled on weekends and evenings.

DRS staff also provide confidential mediation
services on custody matters when both
parents request the service, most often prior
to filing their court case or after their case has
been handled by the Court.

Additionally, DRS staff provide parenting
plans for parents who are on the Parenting
Court Docket that is initiated by the Child
Support Division of the Prosecuting Attorney.
While this docket primarily seeks to establish
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When the process is successful, people can
resolve difficult conflicts without participating
in a contested lawsuit. Mediation allows
participants to take greater control over the
outcome of their case, hopefully increasing
their chances for a mutually satisfactory
outcome.

Parent Education Program
Parents of minor children who are seeking a
divorce, legal separation, modification or
order of paternity must attend a Parent
Education Class which is mandated by law.
The 2 hour 15 minute class focuses on
increasing cooperation between parents with
an emphasis on reducing potential trauma for
children. It is designed to help parents more
fully appreciate the impact of separation and
divorce on their children.

Mediation Program
The Family Court maintains a list of private
mediators to assist parents who wish to
resolve including divorce and paternity
matters. Trained mediators are hired by the
parents to assist them in reaching mutually
agreeable decisions about child custody,
property division and child support matters.
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P ATERNITY AND C HILD S UPPORT

Family Support Payment Center:

Child Support Enforcement:
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Adoption Searches:

Guardianship of Minors:

guardian(s)
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
The Family Court may issue an order of
protection to persons 17 years or older who
can show harm or the threat of harm by a
current of former household or family
member, or who can show that they are
being stalked. Orders of protection are also
issued to protect children who are being
abused by someone who lives with them or
has lived with them or to protect them from a
person who is stalking them. Court staff and
victim advocates provide assistance to
persons seeking an order of protection at the
Adult Abuse Office located on the street
level of the Courthouse. It is open during
regular business hours but also has some
evening and week-end hours. Those in need
of services should call the office for specific
hours of operation. The office number is
(314) 615-4725. During non-business hours,
an order of protection may be obtained by
contacting the local police department. The
Family Court works closely with law
enforcement to ensure that orders of
protection can be obtained 24 hours per day,
7 days per week.

in March, 2009. The “DV Court” centralizes
the handling of domestic violence cases in
order to enhance victim safety and hold
offenders accountable for their abuse. The DV
Court also provides volunteer attorneys who
develop custody and visitation plans designed
to keep both the children and the victim safe.

When an order of protection is granted, the
offender will be order to immediately cease
the behavior(s) that harmed or threatened the
victim. As part of the order of protection, DV
Court Judges often order offenders to complete
a batterers intervention program. These
programs are intended to stop future abuse by
teaching offenders essential skills for
functioning in healthy relationships. If
offenders choose not to comply with orders of
protection, contempt proceedings may be
initiated that can result in significant
consequences, including fines or jail time.

Domestic Violence Court
To better address the needs of domestic
violence victims, the Family Court formed a
Specialized Civil Domestic Violence Court
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Mental health issues are often common among
children who are referred to the Family Court.
The Family Court has access to mental health
services and consultation through the Family &
Clinical Services (FCS) department. FCS
provides specialized services to youth and
families involved in Delinquency Services and
Domestic Relations. FCS staff consist of
licensed psychologists, counselors, and clinical
social workers who have specific training and
experience in working with children and their
families. All referrals for mental health
services are made via Deputy Juvenile Officers
(DJOs) and Domestic Relations Mediators, and
services are provided to families at no cost.
FCS provides both family and individual
counseling. Services can be provided at the
office or in the home/community depending on
need. Therapists help the families identify
strengths to build on and challenges to address.
Common goals for family therapy include
developing positive communication skills,
strengthening parental leadership, addressing
sexually harmful behavior, and reducing
symptoms related to trauma. Therapy may also
be provided to families involved with Domestic
Relations to assess and improve relationship
dynamics. Sessions are usually 45 to 50
minutes and occur weekly.
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Family Court and/or DJOs request
psychological evaluations when a more in
depth understanding of a child’s mental
health is needed. Psychological evaluations
may seek to clarify/obtain a mental health
diagnosis; provide treatment
recommendations; conduct a risk
assessment; provide information about
competency and understanding of legal
proceedings; and/or recommend the
intensity of needed services (e.g.,
community-based, residential, etc.). An
evaluation usually involves interviewing
both the child and parent(s)/custodian(s) to
obtain information relating to concerns
about stressful events, school performance,
relationships, substance abuse, and
important events in the family.
Psychologists also administer testing,
review collateral records (e.g., school,
medical, previous mental health treatment,
etc.), and conduct collateral interviews (e.g.,
teachers, therapists, etc.) in order to gather
additional information about a child’s
functioning. Evaluations usually take two
to four appointments over the span of a few
weeks to complete, and each appointment
may vary in length. A final report of the
evaluation is prepared by psychologists and
shared with both the family and other court

Family Court of St. Louis County
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officials.
FCS is also responsible for providing mental
health services to youth who are placed in the
Court’s Detention Center. Supportive
counseling and risk assessments are provided
to all youth in the Detention Center and
mental health services are available seven
days a week. Finally, FCS provides some
specialty group therapy programs such as for
youth who have engaged in sexually harmful
behavior.
Confidentiality means that a therapist or
psychologist may not give out information
about a client without the client’s/legal
guardian’s consent. However, within the
Family Court system, therapists and
psychologists prepare written assessments and
progress reports which are generally shared
with both the family and other court officials.
Therapists and psychologists discuss any
limits to confidentiality before starting to
provide services.
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C H I L D P RO T E C T I V E S E RV I C E S
Juvenile Office regarding the degree of
intervention that is appropriate. A hearing
may be held before a Juvenile Court Judge
and the Court may take jurisdiction over the
child for his or her protection. If it is believed
that the child is in immediate danger, he or
she may be physically removed from the
parent’s or custodian’s care.

Referrals to the Juvenile Office for child
abuse or neglect are investigated by the
Children’s Division and the results of that
instigation are provided to the Juvenile
Office. A determination is then made by the

SAFETI Program:
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Termination of Parental Rights:
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A DMINISTRATIVE S UPPORT
Human Resources:
The Human Resources Department provides
support to the various departments of the
Court in the areas of personnel
administration, staff development, and
organizational communication. Major
responsibilities include recruitment and
selection and promotion of staff, payroll
processing, benefits coordination, employee
relations, training, legal compliance,
coordination of duties with the Circuit Court,
and assisting in the coordination of the court’s
Guardian ad Litem and volunteer programs.

Legal Department:

Operations:
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A DMINISTRATIVE S UPPORT

Circuit Clerk:
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C O N TAC T I NFORMATION
105 S. Central Avenue
Clayton, Missouri 63105
PHONE NUMBERS (AREA CODE 314)
Main Number (Voice) ................................................................................. 615-4400
(TTY) ................................................................................... 615-5889
FAX ............................................................................................................... 615-4477
Operating Departments
Administration .................................................................................................... 615-4400
Child Protective Services .................................................................................... 615-4400
Delinquency and Clinical Services ..................................................................... 615-4400
Department of Operations ................................................................................. 615-4400
Detention Center ................................................................................................ 615-2996
Court Programs Department .............................................................................. 615-4400
Human Resources ............................................................................................... 615-4471
Legal Department ............................................................................................... 615-2952
Office of the Circuit Clerk ....................................................................................... 615-2972
Adult Abuse Office ............................................................................................. 615-4725
Adult Abuse Office (Recording with instructions) ............................................ 615-6086
Child Support (Recording with instructions) ..................................................... 615-8013
Family Support Division Customer Service ................................................ 866-313-9960
Child Support Automated Voice Response ............................................... 800-225-0530
Domestic Relations Clerk ................................................................................... 615-0349
Family Support Payment Center ................................................................. 888-761-3665
Resource Center.................................................................................................... 615-4742
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C O N TAC T I NFORMATION ( C O N T I N U ED )
Programs and Services
Care Program ....................................................................................................... 615-2996

Citizen Deputy Juvenile Officer Program ................................................... 615-4400
Educational Programs ................................................................................. 615-8450
Domestic Relations Services ........................................................................ 615-8093
Domestic Violence Court ............................................................................ 615-4642
Exchange Center (M-F 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.) ............................................ 615-0369
(Evenings & weekends) ......................................................................... 615-4526
Family and Clinical Services ....................................................................... 615-2966
Family Court Project of Legal Services of Eastern MO ............................... 615-4501
Guardian ad Litem Program ....................................................................... 615-4471
Juvenile Conference Committee ................................................................. 615-8446
Mediation Program ..................................................................................... 615-8093
Mentor Program .......................................................................................... 615-4400
Parent Education Program .......................................................................... 863-3310
SAFETI Program ........................................................................................... 615-1586
Restorative Justice Programs ....................................................................... 615-4400
Victim Advocate .......................................................................................... 615-4422
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